245.   A DECEPTIVE SPEECH

[July 18, 1925]

Lord Birkenhead's pronouncement is deceptive in a double
sense. It does not read as harsh on second reading as it did on
first, but it disappoints more on the second than it did on the first.
The harshness of it is unintended. The Secretary of State could not
help himself. He has spoken as he has felt or rather been coached
to feel. But his promises are only apparently alluring. A closer
perusal leaves one under the impression that the maker of them
knows that he will never be called upon to fulfil them. Let us
take the most tempting of them. It says, in effect, 'produce your
constitution and we will consider it.5 Is it not our thirty-five
years' experience that we have made petitions that we have consi-
dered to be perfect, but that they have been rejected "after
careful consideration"? Having had that experience, we dropped
the beggar's bowl in 1920 and made up our minds to live by our
own exertion, even though we should perish in the attempt It
is not draughtsmanship that his Lor4ship really asks, it is jwords-
manship he invites, with the full knowledge that tie invitation
will not be and could not be accepted. The evidence is in the
speech itself. He had before him the Minority report of the Muddi-
man Committee, i.e., of Dr. Sapru and Mr. Jinnah, two among the
cleverest lawyers we have in India and who have never been
guilty of the crime of non-co-operation, and one of whom has been
Law Member of the Viceregal Council. They and their colleague
have been told that they did not know their business. Has then
a constitution framed by Pandit Motilal Nehru and endorsed by,
say, the Right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri and Mian Fazli
Hussain1 a better chance of favourable reception? Is not Lord
Birkenhead's offer a trap for the unwary to fall in? Supposing
an honest constitution is drawn up just to meet the present situa-
tion, will it not be immediately regarded as preposterous and some-
thing infinitely less offered in its stead? When I was hardly
twenty-five years old, I was taught to believe that, if we wished to
be satisfied with 4 annas, we must ask for 16 annas in order to get
the 4 annas. I never learnt that lesson because I believed in asking
for just what I needed and fighting for it. But I have not failed

1A member of the Viceroy's Executive Council